
July 6, 2020 
5:15 P.M. 
City Hall 
 
The Commissioners of the City of Horton met for a regular meeting on Monday, July 6, 2020 at 5:15 
p.m. at City Hall.  
 
Mayor Stirton called the meeting to order and the opening prayer was led by Pastor Ronald Cobb. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 
  
Present: Mayor Stirton, Commissioners Wade Edwards, Rex West, Richard Lovelady, and Ken Krug. 
City Administrator John Calhoon and Attorney Kevin Hill were also present.  
 
Motion by Commissioner West to adopt the agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Lovelady. All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve the minutes from the June 11, 2020 special meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve the minutes from the June 15, 2020 regular meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve the minutes from the June 29, 2020 special meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Edwards.  All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve Appropriation Ordinance #3615(Payroll) for the amount of 
$34,471.27. Seconded by Commissioner Edwards. All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve Appropriation Ordinance #3616(Payroll) for the amount of 
$38,665.18. Seconded by Commissioner Edwards. All aye. 
 
Motion by Commissioner West to approve Appropriation Ordinance #3617 (Disbursements) for the 
amount of $143,208.68. Seconded by Commissioner Edwards. All aye. 
 
 
Public Comments  
None. 
 
 
Public Works Updates  
Randy Mayfield was present to provide updates to the Commission on Public Works. Randy handed 
out a detailed report showing past and present projects broken down by department.  
Randy said there was a major issue out at the wells. The meters had shorted out and took out the 
power supply to Comm-Tronix (monitoring, alarming and control system for water), so the wells are 
not registering. New meters will need to be installed, rewired, and reprogrammed for three of the 
wells, which could cost about $2,500 each. We are waiting on a determination of compatibility from a 
supplier before moving forward.  
 
Randy stated that the Horton Fire Department made $3,399.12 after expenses from the pancake feed 
over the 4th of July weekend.  
 
 
Discuss Waived Penalties on Utility Bills 
At the Commission meeting on 04/06/20 Motion was made by Commissioner Edwards to waive late 
fees on utility bills beginning with April 2020 and until further notice due to Covid-19. Seconded by 
Commissioner West. All aye. 
 



Calhoon recommended that the Commission make a decision on whether or not to do away with 
waiving late fees on utility bills. Edwards said that the emergency order has expired and made the 
motion to reinstate the penalty fees for late payments on utility bills, effective with the next billing 
cycle. Seconded by Commissioner Lovelady. All aye.  
 
 
Discuss CDBG-CV Business Grant 
Calhoon stated that 10 business have submitted applications for assistance from the CARES 
(Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) Act under the Community Development Block Grant 
Program. The City of Horton was awarded $117,000 for Economic Development, and $35,000 for 
Meal Programs.   
 
Garrett Nordstrom from Governmental Assistance Services, who is the cities grant administrator for 
this project, is currently reviewing applications that were submitted from the businesses to make 
sure that they qualify. The city Commission will then determine how the grant money will be 
disbursed to the businesses. It was the consensus of the Commission to not accept any further 
applications at this time to allow Garrett to process the applications that were submitted in the initial 
specified timeframe.  
 
 
Consider Purchase of Police Vehicle(s) 
Calhoon stated that the police department is currently down to one patrol vehicle due to mechanical 
issues on the other two. Calhoon said that the police budget still has money in the Capital Outlay fund 
and asked the Commission about purchasing a 2014 Ford Taurus, and a 2015 Ford Explorer for the 
police department from the Kickapoo Tribal Police Department. Motion by Commissioner West to 
approve the purchase of two police vehicles. Seconded by Commissioner Lovelady. All aye.  
Calhoon said that due to the purchase of these two vehicles, the city shouldn’t need to purchase a 
police vehicle in 2021. 
 
City Administrator/Chief of Police Calhoon 
There is still blue-green algae present at Mission Lake. There are currently WATCH advisories posted 
in various places at the lake, which could lead to WARNING advisories being posted if signs of blue-
green algae worsen. A WARNING advisory would recommend that all contact with water, including 
fishing and boating, should be avoided.  
 
Calhoon received a quote for $16,500 from Power Plant Compliance for testing the 4 stationary 
reciprocating internal combustion engines for Quad Z purposes with proposed dates in May 2021.  
This is believed to be a mandated emissions testing. 
 
Calhoon said that $400 million in federal funding has been distributed to local Kansas governments 
to help combat the health and economic challenges due to COVID-19. Brown County will receive 
more than 1.9 million for expenses directly as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Calhoon stated that 
a SPARKS Executive Committee has been established to make recommendations on how to best 
invest these funds in Brown County. John Calhoon and Jason Cline are the committee members 
representing Horton. 
  
Calhoon recommended that a shade structure be built over the pump equipment at the city pool. This 
will save on the life of the equipment if it is protected from the sun. 
 
 
Mayor Stirton 
Mayor Stirton asked if the quitclaim deed has been prepared for Mission Village. Calhoon and Kim 
Knudson said that the check was received by the city by LaMont Cook on June 5th. Motion by 
Commissioner Edwards to authorize the city attorney to prepare a quitclaim deed to Mission Village 
and authorize the Mayor to sign. Seconded by Commissioner West. Aye – Commissioners Edwards, 
Lovelady, and West. Abstain – Commissioner Krug. 



 
Edwards mentioned that LaMont Cook handed Mayor Stirton an envelope at the Special Meeting that 
was held at the Blue Building on June 11th. Edwards thinks that the rest of the Commission should see 
what was in the envelope. Mayor Stirton said that the Commission is welcome to see it, and that it 
was the same letter that was published in the newspaper. Edwards also discussed releasing a letter 
of facts regarding Mission Village. No action was taken. 
  
 
Commissioner Lovelady 
Commissioner Lovelady asked if potholes were being filled by the city crews. Calhoon said that they 
were, and asked Lovelady to provide him a list of specific holes that need repaired.  
 
 
Commissioner West 
Commissioner West asked if any expenses were collected for the electrical outage that was caused at 
130 East 12th while trimming tree limbs. Calhoon said that nothing has been collected. West 
recommended that Randy Mayfield or Alan Wilson put together an expenditure report for the outage 
to be collected. He suggested to turn over to city attorney Kevin Hill if expenses are not collected in a 
timely manner.  
 
West asked about repairs to the brick on the exposed building next to the buildings that were 
demolished downtown. 
At the Commission meeting on 01/06/2020, Motion was made by Commissioner Edwards to approve 
Calhoon to reach a contract with Madget Demolition for wall repair filling holes, mudding the 
northwest corner, and saw cutting the southwest corner of the demolished buildings, not to exceed 
$4,000. Seconded by Commissioner West. All aye. 
 
West requested that tomorrow the city proceed with preparations to demolish the remainder of the 
house on East 8th that burnt down last December. Calhoon said that the property owner paid the 
amount that was agreed upon for the city to demolish.  
West recommended that the city crews get the water line disconnected, call the gas company to get 
the gas meter disconnected, orders dumpsters, and assign city personnel to move the metal to the 
side. Edwards also requested to trim the weeds in the interim. 
 
Andrew Monson will start employment with the city on 07/07/2020 in the sewer department. 
 
 
Commissioner Edwards   
Commissioner Edwards asked Calhoon if the Notice to Proceed has been received from USDA for the 
new wastewater plant. Calhoon will follow up with USDA. 
 
 
Commissioner Krug 
Commissioner Krug said that there is a shoot this weekend at the range and asked that it be mowed 
prior. Calhoon stated that it was mowed today. 
 
 
 
Motion by Commissioner Edwards to adjourn at 6:18p.m. Seconded by Commissioner West. All aye. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________   __________________________________ 
Kim Knudson, City Clerk    Bryan Stirton, Mayor 


